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The best Chardonnays

in the world
(outside Burgundy)

Aside from Chablis, Meursault or Montrachet, which of the world's
eading Chardonnay regions would you turn to, and what are the

top wines from each? In a landmark tasting, Stephen Brook heads
up an expert panel to find out - and the results may surprise you
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s e e B ‘If we had the

I : ! . same number
of theoretically
top Burgundies
in atasting,
they would not

have been as
consistently

R“:"[?d -Jﬂiﬂ!l Marris MW

v, the feld for any

sded 1o be ed

Rather toour s tful ef 20108 were

mostly stunning, with very little evolution




CHARDOMNNAY

And the nominees are...

Argentina (nominated by Patricio Tapia) Ca’ del Bosco, Curtefranca, Lombardy
Bodega Aleanna, El Enemigo, oMo
Mendoza 2002 Cankina Terlano, Rarita, Terlan,
Cavelwem, Reserva, Lujdn de Cuyo, Algo Adige 2000
HMendoza 201 Capannedle, Tuscany 20T
Catena Zapata, Angélica Zapata, Féelsina Berardenga, | Sistr, Tuscamy 2012
Tupungato, Mendoza 2012 Gaja, Gaja & Rey, Langhe, Fledmont 2011
Catena Zapata, White Bones, Isole e lena, Collezione Privata,
Tupungate, Mendoza 2071 Tuscany 2012
‘Catena Zapata, White Stones, Jermann, Dreams, Veneda Glulla 2012
Tupumgats, Mendoza 2071 Les Crétes, Cuvée Bols, Valle d*Aosta 202
Finca Sophenia, Reserve, Tupungato, Tasca, Vigna 5an Framcesco, Contea di
HMendoza 2012 Eclafand, Sicily 2012
Luca, G Lot, Tupungate, Mendoza 2012 ¥ie dl Romans, Friull Isonzo; Friull
Luigl Basca. Finca Los Nobiles, Venuzia Glulla 2012
e Mew Zealand (Bob Campbell M)
Rutind, Apartade, Mendoza 2013 Bell Hill, Canterbury 201
Trapezio, Plus Chardonnay, Agrelo, Gog Foint Vineyard, Masibarough 2011
Lol Feiten Road, Block 2, Bannockburn,
Australia tHuon Hooke & Tyson Stelzer) Cemtral Dtago 2002
By Farr, Geelong, Victoria 2002 Forrest Wines, John Forrest Collection,
Cullen, Kevin John, Margaret River, Walru Valley, Mariborough 201
Western Australla 2012 Fromm; Claywin Wineyard,
L A8 (0] e Bortoll Section AS, Tarra Valley, Marlborough 2007
wieh the s pected he Victoria 2012 Giesen, The Fuder, Clayvin,
e Bortoli & Shelmerdine, Phi, Lusatia Harlborough 2012
the wine Park Wineyard, Yarra Valley, Victoria 2007 Humeu River, Maké's Vimeyard,
Flamztres, SRS, Wallclitfe, Marganet Kumeu 207
River, Western Australia 2013 gh ¥ineyard, sl
Glacomda, Beechwrth, Wictoria 20m Temrate, Martinborowgh 2002
Lecuwin Estate, Art Series, Margaret Hewdorf, Moutere, Helson 2012
River, Western Australia 2010 Villa Maria, Keltern Vineyard,
Mac Forbes, Woorl Yallock, Yarra Valley. Hawke's Bay 2013
e South Africa (Tim Atkin M)

Dakridge, 864 Single Block Release,

s Tlgure Ataraxia, Hemel-en-Asrde 2013
Ppears. o Yarra Valley, Victoria 200 Chamonix, Reserve, Franschhoek 2013
1 delighted by the quality Pufols, Baarws Ein iIA, Auside Crystallum, Clay Shales, Owerberg 2013

Hills, Sowth Australia 2003

Penfolds, Yattarna, South Eaxstern
BAustralla 2003

Tolpwddie Vineyard, Tasmanla 2002

WVasse Fellx, Heytesbury, Margaret River,
Western AustrallaZNZ

Crystallum, The Agmes, Western
Cape 2003
De Wetshot, Bateleur, Rebertson 2012
Hamilton Russell Vineyards,
Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, Walker Bay 2013
Jordan, Hine Yards, Skellenbosch 2013

Cs A (Stephen Brook B Jon Bonnid) Lomgridge, Stellenbosch 2013

Horman Hardie, Estate, Prince Edward Richard Kershaw, Clonal Selection,
County, Omtarie 2012 Elgim2002

Tawse, Estate, Nlagara Penlsula, Sumaridge Estate Wines, Upper
Ontario 20M Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, Walker Bay 2012
Cliile Peber Bichards MW & Patricio Tapia) LI5A (Jon Bonné and Stephen Brock)

Altz Las Gredas, Gran Resarva, Au Bon Clmat, Los Alamos Vineyard,
Perguenco 2012 Santa Barbara County, California zom

Aristos, Duguesa d'A, Cachapoal 2009 Certas, Porter-Bass Vineyard, Sonoma

Calyptra, Gran Reserva, Cachapoal 201 Coast, California 2012

Chos des Fous, Locural, Rapel, Chandn, Sanford & Benedict Vineyard,
Central Valley 2012 Santa Rita Hills, California 2012

‘Conchay Tors, Margues de Casa Comcha, Falila, Haynas ¥ineyard, Coombsvilie,
Limari 2012 Calitomia 2012 !

e Marting, Qusbrada Seca, Limari 2002 Hanzell, Sonoma Valley, California 2012

Haycas del Limarl, Quebrada Seca, Hirsch Vineyards, Sonoma Coast, 1
Ovalle, Limar 2010 Califomia 2012

Higuel Torres, Cordillera, Reserva Hyde & De Villaine, HdV, Carneros,
Espacial, Liman 2002 Hapa Valley, California 2000

Pandolfi Price; Los Patridios, Itata 2010 Knez, Pemuth Vineyard, Anderson

Tabali, Talinay, Coastal Limstone Valiey, Mendocino, California 2012
Vinayard. Limarl 2015 Linco, Demuth Vineyard, Anderson

Vifa Aguitamia, 5ol de 50/, Malleco Valiey, Mendocino, California 2012
Valley, Traiguén 2011 Littorad, BA Thieriot Vineyard, Sonoma

Vifia Ventisguers, Tara White Wine 1, Coast, California 2012
Atacama 2013 Ramey, Platt Vimeyard, Sonoma Coast,
Tealy {lanD'Agata) Califommia 2010

Bellavista, Convento 55 Annunciata, Sandhi, Bentrock. Santa RitaHils,

Curtefranca, Lombardy 2010 Califomia 2012




Highly Recommended wines o umsescioren

Bellavista, Convento
55 Annunziata,
Curtefranca,
Lombardy, Italy 2010
E35-E46 carrathers 8 Kent,
Exel Wines, Hawkshead Wimes,
V Hedonism, , Liberty Wines,
Scarket Wines, 5H Jones. Slurp,
B Winedirect
Hert

Bodega Aleanna, E1
Encmigo, Mendoza,
Argentina 2012

My A UK www enemigowines.
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Cantina Terlamo,
Rarita, Terlan, Alto Vineyard, Sonoma
Adige, Ttaly 2000 Coast, California, USA

E&E Astrum Wine Cellars, 2012
‘Woodwinters

Ceritas, Porter-Bass

I B LK www_caritaswines.com
Mellow lirme ar

with seer
whic

2015-2022 Ale12.93
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I'he judges
Stephen Brook
has been a Decanler
cantfibuting editar
since 1996 and has
WOl MaRY Swards
Tar his wine writing.
He has also written
mare than 30 books,
including The Fine Wines of California.
Brook's favourite: Ca' del Bosce,
Curtefranca, Lombardy 2010 {zee pI2)
Tk this estale makes (Laly"s greates!
sparkling wires, bul clearly iF excels wilh
SHW Chardamnay foo: & galic el has greal
precision, fension, pangency amd fengih. "

Jasper Meorris MW
1 is the Burgundy

Baiyer far UK wine
-3 -l merchant Berry

Bros & Rudd and the
” DW'WA Regional
i__' . Chair for Burgundy.

Hiz baak, Mzide
Burguady, won the André Siman award
Por the best wine book of the year (20000,
Marris’ favourite: Tawse, Estate, Niagara
Penizula, Ontario, Canada 2001 free p32)
‘Beautifully floral, concentrated and
elegant. Mot boo excdic, bl balaaced snd
powerfly infense without being beavy.
Very parsisteat.

Seeven Spurrier
is Decanber’s
T consultant editer
- and chairman of the
Decanter Waorld
Wine Awards and
L] Decanter Asia Wine
Awwards.
Epurrier’s favourite: Penfolds, Reserve
Bin13A, Adelaide Hills, South Australia
2013 faee p28) Very elegant and Boear
Goad Aok, And with 4 Jood fulire.'

Chanin, Sanford &
Benedict Vineyard,
Santa Rira Hills,
California, USA 2012

£24.95 Fiine




Concha y Toro,
Marques de Casa
Concha, Limay
Chile 2012

EN.45-£12.54 Hawkshead
Wimez, SH Jonos, Slam, Tesoo
‘Wime by the Case, T) Wines

Flametree, SES,
Walleliffe, Margaret
River, Western
Australia 2013

I/ A UK www ttametreswines.

Hamilton Russell
Vineyards, Hemel-cn-
Aarde Valley, South
Africa 2013

£21-£23 pByme & Co. Harrods,
Handford Wines, Harrogate Fine
Wine Co, Hawicshead Wines,
Selfridges, 5H Jones, Slurp.
Spirited Wines, The Wine Sciaty,
Tivoll Wines, Whode Foods

Jermann, Deeams,
Venczia Giulia, Italy
2012

£39-£43 Exel Wines. Farr
¥Vintmers, Great Western Wine,
Harrod s, Majestic, Wmedirect

and
Drrimk 2015-2022 Ale 13.5

Felton Road, Block 2,
Bannockburn, Cemtral
Otago, New Zealand
2012

£22-£30 Borry Bros & Rudd,
Babendam, Farr Vintnars,
Hawlcshead Wines, Hedonksm,
Laithrwaite's, 5H Jones, Slurp,

Sollent Cellar, The Wine Society,
Woodwinters

Drrink 2015-2020 Al 12.5

Fromm, Clayvin
Vineyard,
Marlborough, New
Zealand 2007

£31.99 anAbout Wine, D Byme

& Co, The Hew Zealand Cellar,
Woodwinters

Aot of elegant oak on the nase

Fi
wine. Drink 2015-2022
Ale 14 5%

Hanzell, Sonoma
Valley, USA 2012
£50) Goediwis

1. Drink 2015-2020
[

Kumeu River, Maté's

Vineyard, Kunmen, New

Zealand 2011

£2 5. 50-£30) Bennetts Fine
Wines, The Wine Socety

Dby necrse with apple compoate.

020 Alle13.5

CHARDOMNNAY

Finca Sophenia,
Reserve, Tupungato,
Mendoza, Argentina
2012

£12.85 Elis of Richmond

Giesen, The Fuder,
Clayvin, Marlborough,
New Zealand 2012
£31.86-E£25 Harrods, Lay &
Wheier

Floral aromas aver ye

Hirsch Vineyards,
Sonoma Coast,
California, USA 2012

M A UK www hirschwimeyands.

Lioco, Demuth
Vineyard, Anderson
Valley, Mendocino,
California, USA 2012

M/ & UK www Socowine.com
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Littorai, BA Thieriot
Vineyard, Sonoma
Coast, California, USA
2012

£6£3.99 Hedaonism

Maycas del Limari,
Quebrada Seca, Ovalle,
Limari, Chile 2010

£21 Mew Strect Wine Shop

il Hlavours.

2020 Ale 14

Penfolds, Reserve Bin
13A, Adelaide Hills,
South Aunstralia 2013

£E5-£70 BerryBros & Rudd,
Coridng Wines, Lay & Whaeler,
Ho=ll Young

d style but wel
Drrink 2015-2024 Ale 12 5%

Tabali, Talinay,
Coastal Limstone
Vineyard, Limari,
Chile 2013

£15.99 il About Wine,
D Byrnes & Co, Woodwinters

[ cellent
Drink 2015-2022

Longridge,
Stellenbosch, South
Africa 2013

& UK www longridge.co.za

Miguel Torres,
Caordillera, Reserva
Especial, Limari,
Chile 2012
E10.99-£13 50 corka Bottle,
Fareham Wine Cellars, Fme Wines
Direct, Yorkshire Vintners,
Y¥intage Marque
o "

Penfolds, Yattarna,
Sounth Eastern
Australia 2013
£95-£125 (2002) Berry Bros i
Rudd, Frazser's. Lalthwaite's,
Harrods, Hedondsm, Woodwinters

Perfectly balanced
e Dirink 2

Ale ¥

Tolpuddle Vineyard,
Tasmania, Australia
2012

E35.50

44.99 Exel Wines,

Free Run Juskce, Halifax Wine Co,
Harvey Hichols, Hedomism, The
Longship, Miles Betber Wines, Ho2
Pound Street, D John, D2 Wines,
Selfrdges, Slurp, The Vineking

=

Mac Forbes, Woori
Yallock, Yarra Valley,
Australia 2013

£30 oz Wines

rather tham apis

2NE-2024 Ale 13

Neudorf, Moutere,
Nelson, New Zealand
2012
£44 99-£

) Berry BrosE

Foad o, Mast Wines, The Now
Znaland Cellar, The Wise Society

Drimk 2015-2024 Ale 13.5%

Sandhi, Bentrock,
Santa Rita Hills,
California, USA 2012

£44.95 aoberson

alang with
Gaad citfugsy e

Vasse Felix,
Heytesbury, Margaret
River, Western
Australia 2012

E29-£40 fvery's, Corking
‘Wines, Hawikshead Wines,
Latthwadte's, Majestic, SH fones,
Slurp, Wing Direct




Best-value wines tasted

* Denates wines already listed in this Teature, amang the top 32

Abaraxis, Hemel-en-Aarde,
South Africa 2013 *
£18-E25 Bamcroft Wines, Bottle
Aposthe, Handford Wines, Majestic,
Stone Yime & Sum, The Wine Library
Aleahol 13.5%

Chamanix, Reserve,
Franschhoek, South Africa
2013
£23 Berry Bros & Rudd, Hamdford
Wimes, Lay &Wheeler, The Wright
‘Wine Co, 54 Wines Online,
Raeburn Fine Wines, Sowuth Down
Cellars
Ale13.5%

Chanin, Sanford & Benedict
Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills,
Calitornia, WSA 2012 *
£24.05 Flint
Ale1d 5%

Clos des Fous, Locural,
Rapel, Central Valley, Chile
2012
£1% 00 Buon Vine, Camber Wines,
Carruthers & Kent, Luvians, New 5t
'Winz Shop, Ho2 Pound 5, Park
Wimtmers, Prohibition Wines, The
Secret Cadlar, Theatres of Wina,
Whobe Foods Mariel, Winebear,
The Wing Chambers, Winedirect,
The Wine Reserve
Aleld

Cancha y Toro, Margues de
Casa Concha, Limari, Chile
2012
£11.45-£12.54 Hawkshead Wines,
5H Jones, Slurp, Tesco Wine by the
Case, T) Wines
Aleldi

Crystallum, The Agnes,
Western Cape, South Africa
2013
£22.99 The Good Wine Shop, The
Secret Cellar, The Wime Reserve
Ale13.5%

D& Bortol, Section A5, Yarra
Valley, Victoria, Australia 2012
£Z3 Morth South Wines
Ale12.5%

De Martino, Guebrada Seca,
Limnari, Chile 2012
E£X7.00 Les Caves de Pyréne
Ale13.5%

Dog Point Vineyard,
Harberaugh, New Zealand
20m
£19-E22.50 AG Wines, Barry Bros
& Rudd, Hedomism, Mow Zealand
House of Wine. The Wine Socety,
‘Winedirect
Aleld

Fiélsina Berardenga, | Sistri,
Tuseany, aly 2012
E24.99 Eclectic Tastes, Liberty
Wimes, PM Wine Cellars, Staintan
Wines, Toscanaccio
Ale 13%

Finea Sophenia, Reserve,
Tupungato, Mendoza,
Argentina 2012*

EI2.85 Ellsof Richmond
Ale 13.5%

Forrest Wines, John Forrest
Callection, Wairau Valley,
Marlbarough, New Zealand
20m
EIE 22 Adnams
Ale 13%

Hamilton Bussell
Vineyards, Hemel-en-Aarde
Valley, South Africa 2013 *
EZ1-E£27 DByre & Co, Harmeds,
Handford Wimes, Harrogate Fine
Wine Co, Hawkshead Wines,
Seltridges, SH Jomes, Slarp,
Spirited Wines, The Wine Socety,
Tiwedi Wines, Whobe Foods
Ale 13%

Maycas del Limari,
Quebrada Seca, Ovalle,
Limari, Chile 2010 *

EZ21 Hew Sireet Wine Shop
Ale 1%

Miguel Torres, Cordillera,
Reserva Especial, Limari,
Chille 2012
END.99-E15.50 Conic & Bottle,
Farcham 'Wing, Fine Wines Birect,
Yorkshire Vintners, Vietage Marque
Ale 1%

Morman Hardie, County,
Prince Edward County,
Ontario, Canada 2012
E20 The Wine Society
Ale 12.5%,

Sumaridge Estate Wines,
Upper Hifmel-if-Asrdie
Valley, Walker Bay, South
Africa 2012
EZ1.93 The Wine Lo
Ale 13.5%

Tabali, Talinay, Coastal
Limstone Vineyard, Limari,
Chille 2013~

Co, Woodwinters
Ale 13.5%

Willa Maria, Keltern
Vineyard, Hawke's Bay, Mew
Zealand 20013 *

ET3.30 Hatch Manstield
Ale 13.5%

CHARDOMNNAY

Outstanding wines

(i alphabetical order)

Ataraxia, Hemel-en-Aarde,
South Africa 2013

E1E-£25 Bamcroft Wimes, Bottie Apostle, Handiord Wines, i
Majestic, Stone Vime & Sun, The Wine Library

Bell Hill, Canterbury,
New Zealand 2011

E75 Armit

grated. A
Drink 2015-
BELL HILL'S CH:
el 1 cult




By Farr, Geelong, Victoria, Crystallum, Clay Shales, Overberg,

. . .
Australia 2012 South Africa 2013
E39-£50 camuthers & Kent, Exel Wines, Highbury Vintners, Liberty Wines, £24-£ 28 Exel Wines, Harper'#ells, Hatton & Edwards, Hawkshead Wines,
Oz Wines, The Fine Wine Co. The Viseking, Wnedirect Hedonism, Selfridges, SHJones, Sarp, Starmere Bess, The Drinkshaop, The Secrot

A Tull

and carmplexity.

De Bortoli & Shelmerdine, Phi, Failla, Haynes Vineyard, Coombsville,
Lusatia Park Vineyard, Yarra Valley, California, USA 2012
Victoria, Australia 2007 EZE.25 peFine Food & Wine, Flint

E25 Morth Scuth Wines with Citfus

frudt with sceme fresh citrus. This

wine but



CHARDOMNNAY

Giaconda, Beechworth, Victoria, Leeuwin Estate, Art Series, Margaret
Australia 2011 River, Western Australia 2010
E£90-£95 46 Wines, Eerry Bros & Rudd, Hedonism, Noel Young, Woodwinters ERS <} Fortnum & Mason, Four Walls, Harrods, Harvey Nichols, Hawicshead

Wines, Hedonksm, Jeroboams, LAssemblage. Oz 'Wimes, Secret Cellar,
Sedfridges, SH fones, Slurp, Uncorked, WineDirect. Wioodwinters

arnix of rust & B ar the ¢ th welpudged ripeness, Rich,

Fir al us fruit on the th a hink of gree

cidity
xceptional

lovedy balance. Drink

erful, ever

Nt huss
and with g

Ramey, Platt Vineyard, Sonoma Richard Kershaw, Clonal Selection,
Coast, California, USA 2010 Elgin, South Africa 2012

E49-£56 Swin, Woodwinters EZ2 Berry Bros s Rudd

1 AP sonably

10, and the wi
iy, and i still




Runners -up

Ca” del Bosco, Curtefranca,
Lombardy, Italy 2010
£EO'£?O Fortyfivel0, Hedoniam

Fine, bright colour with beautiful floral elements, elegance
and concentration. Lean attack has precision and tension,
showing fine, lemony acidity. The oak adds a touch of
coconut but it is discreet. Very individual and persuasive.
Drink 2015-2020 Ale 13%

harvestit

12 | March Z015 « DECANTER

Tawse, Estate, Niagara Peninsula,
Ontario, Canada 2011
N,-"rA UKﬂnw.lamminew.ca

Ripe citrus and pineapple aromas - guite exotic with an
attractive florality. Good attack, with concentrated fruit
and high acidity, showing real intensity and pungency.
Discreet, fresh and very persistent. An extremely classy
wine. Drink 2015-2022 Ale 13%




CHARDOMNNAY

Top wine of the tasting

Martinborough Vineyard, Martinborough

Terrace, Martinborough, New Zealand 2012
N//A U K www.martinborough-vineyard.co.nz

Finely expressed summer fruits nose with hints of lime and apple. Perfectly poised on
the palate with a certain raciness and also qguite mineral. In balance, with natural fruit,
citrussy richness, fine cak and a long finish. Drink 2015-2020 Alcohol 13%

IM 1980 THERE wasn't much going on in the monthe, with o
amall town of Marti other than sheep throwagh full o

caslonal legs-stirring. [t went

lolactic fermentation and Mason
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¥ 1 rately a problem in New
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S o surprise that the
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i thi W al the 1998
ards. MoKenna we

and, and 2

Above: sweeping views of the Martinborough Vineyards estate, and winemaker Paul Mason (bop)
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